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Abstract:

Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4), also known as "Quality Education," aims to
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for
all, recognizing the transformative power of education for sustainable and equitable
development. Sustainable Development Goal 4 in India faces significant challenges, including
socioeconomic disparities, inadequate teacher training, and limited access to quality education
for marginalized communities. Addressing these issues requires enhanced public-private

partnerships, technological integration, and community involvement.
Key: Socioeconomic Disparities, Inadequate Teacher Training, Gender Inequality
Introduction:

SDG4 is a commitment to "ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all." This goal is a pivotal driver for positive change,
emphasizing the transformative power of education in fostering a sustainable and equitable
world. Sustainable Development Goal 4 aims at ensuring inclusive and equitable quality
education and promotes lifelong learning opportunities for all the people in India. This goal
ensures that all girls and boys complete free primary and secondary schooling by 2030.
Education liberates the intellect, unlocks the imagination and is fundamental for self-respect. It is
the key to prosperity and opens a world of opportunities, making it possible for each of us to
contribute to a progressive, healthy society. Learning benefits every human being and should be

available to all.
Target:

Everyone can help to make sure that we meet the Global Goals. Use these ten targets to create

action to ensure quality education.

Objectives of the study

1. To analysis the free primary and secondary education in india
2. To study the equal access to quality Pre-Primary Education in india

3. To Eliminate discrimination in all education in india
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TARGET 4.1
FREE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and

secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes.

TARGET 4.2
EQUAL ACCESS TO QUALITY PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care

and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education.

TARGET 4.3
EQUAL ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE TECHNICAL, VOCATIONAL AND HIGHER
EDUCATION

By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical,

vocational and tertiary education, including university.

TARGET 4.4
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WITH RELEVANT SKILLS FOR
FINANCIAL SUCCESS

By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills,

including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship.

TARGET 4.5
ELIMINATE ALL DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION

By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of
education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,

indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations.
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TARGET 4.6
UNIVERSAL LITERACY AND NUMERACY

By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women,

achieve literacy and numeracy.

TARGET 4.7
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable
development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development and
sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-
violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to

sustainable development

TARGET 4.8
BUILD AND UPGRADE INCLUSIVE AND SAFE SCHOOLS

Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide

safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all.

TARGET 4.9
EXPAND HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing
countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African
countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and
communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed

countries and other developing countries.

TARGET 4.A
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INCREASE THE SUPPLY OF QUALIFIED TEACHERS IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international
cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and

Small Island developing States.
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ENSURE INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE QUALITY EDUCATION AND

PROMOTE LIFELONG LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL
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Sustainable Development Goal 4 in relation to India
Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) focuses on education and ensures
inclusive and equitable quality education for all. In the Indian context, Goal 4 aims to “Ensure

inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.”

Progress Made by India to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goal 4
To achieve this goal, India has been working on various initiatives and strategies to enhance
access to education, improve the quality of education, reduce disparities in education, and

promote lifelong learning opportunities.

This includes efforts to increase enrollment rates, improve the quality of teaching and learning,
enhance infrastructure in schools, and address issues related to gender and social inclusion in

education.

Features of Sustainable Development Goal 4

Sustainable Development Goal 4 focuses on the following parameters:

o Target 4.1 and 4.2: Free, equitable, accessible and quality primary and secondary
education with childcare development.

o Target 4.3: Affordable and quality technical, vocational, and tertiary education,
including university.

o Target 4.4: Increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills.

o Target 4.5: Eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure access to all levels for
the vulnerable population.

o Target 4.6: Ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults achieve literacy
and numeracy.

o Target 4.7: Ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote

sustainable development.
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Initiatives Taken by the Government of India to Achieve Sustainable Development Goal 4

The Government of India has taken several initiatives to achieve Sustainable Development

Goal 4 (SDG 4), which focuses on ensuring inclusive, accessible, and equitable quality

education. It is also aimed at promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all.

Some of the key initiatives and programs aimed at achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4 in

India include:

1. Target 4.1 and 4.2: Free, equitable, accessible, and quality primary and secondary

education with childcare development.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): SSA focuses on providing free and compulsory

education to all children aged 6 to 14 years.

Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA): RMSA aims to enhance the
enrollment rate in secondary schools and improve the quality of education by

providing resources, infrastructure, and teacher training.

Mid-Day Meal Scheme: This scheme aims to improve school attendance and

nutrition among students by providing free midday meals in government schools.

2. Target 4.3 and Target 4.4: Affordable and quality technical, vocational, and tertiary

education, including university. Increase the number of youth and adults who have

relevant skills.

I.

National Skill Development Mission (NSDM): NSDM aims to provide skill
development and vocational training opportunities to equip the youth with
relevant skills for employment. It includes schemes like Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) and Skill India Mission.

Community Colleges: The concept of community colleges has been introduced
to offer vocational and skill-based courses at an affordable cost. These colleges
collaborate with local industries to provide practical training.

Polytechnic and ITIs: Polytechnic colleges and Industrial Training Institutes

(ITTs) offer technical and vocational courses at the post-secondary level. These

Page No: 233



KRONIKA JOURNAL(ISSN NO-0023:4923) VOLUME 25 ISSUE 10 2025

institutions focus on skill development and prepare students for a wide range of
technical careers.

3. Target 4.5: Eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure access to all levels
for the vulnerable population (People with disabilities etc.)

1. Gender Sensitization: Gender sensitization programs in schools and
communities have been taken to raise awareness about the importance of gender
equality in education.

2. Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP): While primarily focused on gender equality
and female empowerment, BBBP also promotes girls’ education as a means to
empower women and ensure their participation in society.

4. Target 4.6 and 4.7: Ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults
achieve literacy and numeracy. Ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and
skills needed to promote sustainable development.

1. National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: The NEP 2020 is a comprehensive
reform in the education sector that aims to transform the Indian education system.
It emphasizes holistic development, flexible curriculum, technology integration,
and increased funding for education.

2. Digital India Initiative: The Digital India campaign seeks to enhance digital
literacy and access to information and communication technology (ICT) in
schools and rural areas. This initiative aims to improve the quality of education

through technology.
Progress of India in Sustainable Development Goal 4

1. Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in Higher Secondary Education (2021-22): 58 percent.
2. Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) for tertiary education: 27 percent.

3. Free and Compulsory elementary education up to class 8.
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Challenges in Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4

1. Lack of basic Infrastructure: The absence of basic amenities such as classrooms,
furniture, sanitation facilities, and clean drinking water remains a formidable impediment
to education in numerous parts of the nation.

2. Education Quality and Relevance: The quality of education, as prescribed by the
curriculum, sometimes fails to align with the demands of the job market.

3. Rote learning pedagogy: The traditional teaching methods and focus on rote learning
often fall short in fostering critical thinking, creativity, and innovation among students.

4. Gender Disparities: Girls frequently confront discrimination and violence within and
around educational establishments.

5. Digital Divide: The COVID-19 pandemic has accentuated the digital divide in India,
rendering millions of students unable to participate in remote learning due to limited

access to digital educational resources.

Conclusion:

In India, Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) aims to ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all,
focusing on improving access to education, particularly for girls, and enhancing the

quality of education to create a more equitable and prosperous future.

References

Leal Filho, W.; Frankenberger, F.; Salvia, A.L.; Azeiteiro, U.; Alves, F.; Castro, P.; Will, M.;
Platje, J.; Lovren, V.O.; Brandli, L.; et al. A framework for the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals in university programmes. J. Clean. Prod. 2021, 299, 126915.
Alcéntara-Rubio, L.; Valderrama-Herndndez, R.; Solis-Espallargas, C.; Ruiz-Morales, J. The
implementation of the SDGs in universities: A systematic review. Environ. Educ. Res. 2022, 28,
1585-1615.

Leal Filho, W. Living Labs for Sustainable Development: The Role of the European School of

Sustainability Sciences and Re-search. In Universities as Living Labs for Sustainable

Page No: 235



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

KRONIKA JOURNAL(ISSN NO-0023:4923) VOLUME 25 ISSUE 10 2025

Development; Nunes, M.L., Azeiteiro, U., Filho, W.L., Caetano, F., Eds.; Springer:
Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2020; pp. 3-9.

Norstrom, A.V.; Cvitanovic, C.; Lof, M.F.; West, S.; Wyborn, C.; Balvanera, P.; Bednarek, A.T.;
Bennett, E.M.; Biggs, R.; De Bremond, A.; et al. Principles for knowledge co-production in
sustainability research. Nat. Sustain. 2020, 3, 182—-190.

Brandt, P.; Ernst, A.; Gralla, F.; Luederitz, C.; Lang, D.J.; Newig, J.; Reinert, F.; Abson, D.J;
von Wehrden, H. A review of transdisciplinary research in sustainability science. Ecol.
Econ. 2013, 92, 1-15.

Mauser, W.; Klepper, G.; Rice, M.; Schmalzbauer, B.S.; Hackmann, H.; Leemans, R.; Moore, H.
Transdisciplinary global change research: The co-creation of knowledge for sustainability. Curr.
Opin. Environ. Sustain. 2013, 5, 420—431.

Churchman, C.W. Anonymous Free for All. Manag. Sci. 1967, 14, B-141-B-146.

Moallemi, E.A.; Malekpour, S.; Hadjikakou, M.; Raven, R.; Szetey, K.; Ningrum, D.; Dhiaulhaq,
A.; Bryan, B.A. Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals Requires Transdisciplinary
Innovation at the Local Scale. One Earth 2020, 3, 300-313.

Kajikawa, Y.; Tacoa, F.; Yamaguchi, K. Sustainability science: The changing landscape of
sustainability research. Sustain. Sci. 2014, 9, 431-438.

Wright, T.S.A. Definitions and frameworks for environmental sustainability in higher
education. High. Educ. Policy 2002, 15, 105-120.

Pinheiro, R.; Langa, P.V.; Pausits, A. One and two equals three? The third mission of higher
education institutions. Eur. J. High. Educ. 20185, 5, 233-249.

Filho, W.L.; Salvia, A.L.; Eustachio, J.H.P.P. An overview of the engagement of higher
education institutions in the implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. J.
Clean. Prod. 2023, 386, 135694.

Lozano, R.; Ceulemans, K.; Alonso-Almeida, M.; Huisingh, D.; Lozano, F.J.; Waas, T.;
Lambrechts, W.; Lukman, R.; Hugé, J. A review of commitment and implementation of
sustainable development in higher education: Results from a worldwide survey.J. Clean.
Prod. 2015, 108, 1-18.

Tilbury, D. Higher education for sustainability: A global overview of commitment and

progress. High. Educ. World. 2011, 4, 18-28.

Page No: 236



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

KRONIKA JOURNAL(ISSN NO-0023:4923) VOLUME 25 ISSUE 10 2025

Wals, A.E.J.; Jickling, B. “Sustainability” in higher education: From doublethink and newspeak
to critical thinking and meaningful learning. /nt. J. Sustain. High. Educ. 2002, 3,221-232
Sterling, S.; Maxey, L.; Luna, H.; Parkin, S.O. (Eds.) The Sustainable University: Progress and
Prospects; Routledge Studies in Sus-tainable Development; Routledge: London, UK, 2013;
ISBN 978-0-415-63486-8.

SDSN. Accelerating Education for the SDGs in Universities: A Guide for Universities, Colleges,
and Tertiary and Higher Education Institutions; SDSN: New York, NY, USA, 2020; Available

online: https://resources.unsdsn.org/accelerating-education-for-the-sdgs-in-universities-a-

guide-for-universities-colleges-and-tertiary-and-higher-education-institutions (accessed on

24 March 2023).

Liu, J.; Watabe, Y.; Goto, T. Integrating sustainability themes for enhancing interdisciplinarity:
A case study of a comprehensive research university in Japan. Asia Pac. Educ. Rev. 2022, 23,
695-710. [

Grierson, D.; Munro, K. Towards Transformative Learning Methods for Interdisciplinary
Postgraduate Education for Sustainable Development (ESD): A Case Study. Int. J. Archit.
Res. 2018, 12,209-227.

Filho, W.L.; Shiel, C.; Pacgo, A.; Mifsud, M.; Avila, L.V.; Brandli, L.L.; Molthan-Hill, P.; Pace,
P.; Azeiteiro, U.M.; Vargas, V.R.; et al. Sustainable Development Goals and sustainability
teaching at universities: Falling behind or getting ahead of the pack? J. Clean. Prod. 2019, 232,
285-294.

Lawson, S. Fee Waivers for Open Access Journals. Publications 20185, 3, 155-167.

Bardwell, L.V. Problem-Framing: A perspective on environmental problem-solving. Environ.

Manag. 1991, 15, 603-612.

Page No: 237



